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Amazing place with great people! | would
recommend this place for your fur baby. They care,
they want to help you any way, to make you feel
comfortable as possible. Very friendly. Very good
prices. Very understanding people. And when |
picked him back up I thought they had done an
amazing job on what I was looking for. Thank you
guys so much! Highly Recommend! — Todd H.

I recently lost my mom’s dog, Sandy. | wasn’t sure

what to do. | made some phone calls after a few
recommendations. Angel’s seemed to be what we

were looking for. They took such sweet care of our mom’s
girl! Thank you for everything you do! — Nikki P.

-
ﬁ

(OANGELS)

Pet Funeral Home & Crematory

I was very suddenly faced with the decision to euthanize
my senior dog, Stella. Angel and her team were very
compassionate and did a great job in walking me through
the process of laying my dog to rest. I am very grateful for
the outstanding service and kindness I received from them.

j[iszﬁsw@we%tés

918-960-2828 | 6589 E BA Frontage RD Tulsa, OK 74145 | AngelsPetFuneralHome.com
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: i = Speciall

CALL NOW TO SCHEDULE.

150 spacious, secure runs ¢ Glass-front indoor boarding areas * Over 20 outdoor runs ¢ 6 big play yards
Large outdoor play area * Vet-supervised and staffed « Grooming available ¢ Cat boarding too!

Come by for a tour anytime.

/-\ Pet Lodge
Veterinary Hospital « Grooming
IVER | RAIL TWO LOCATIONS
- il 101st & Riverside
M 126th & South Memorial Drive

ANIMAL HOSPITAL

& PET LODGE 918-728-7494

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED RiverTrailAnimalHospital.com




February Is
Dental
Awareness

Month

By age three, 80% of dogs
and 70% of cats develop (e
gum disease... Your pet may i
be one of them. February is
National Pet Dental Month.

Surgery e Ultrasound e Dentistry e Digital Radiography
Emergency Care e In-House Lab ¢ Laser Therapy

Hours of Operation:
Monday 9 a.m.- 6 p.m.
Tuesday - Sunday 8 a.m.- 6 p.m.
Closed for Lunch 1-2 p.m.

Discount Vaccine Days:
Marlna_ | __:mal Clinic Mondiay 9 arm - 630 pm.
: - Est. 1979 Saturday-Sunday 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Closed for Lunch 1-2 p.m.

9] 8 663 5758 Hablamos Espanol

9968 East 21st Street, Tulsa, OK 74129
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& FROM THE PUBLISHER

tulsapets

magazine

s we step into a brand-new year, I want to express my heartfelt
thanks to everyone who is part of the TulsaPets family. For two

decades, our readers, contributors, advertisers and community part-
ners have helped shape this magazine into a trusted resource for
everything pet-related, and we simply wouldn’t be here without you.

Since 2006, TulsaPets has been dedicated to empowering our community with
information, compassion and advocacy. We're proud to promote humane and
responsible pet ownership and to stand beside those who dedicate their lives to
the well-being of animals — from the veterinarians who keep our pets healthy,
to the rescuers, foster families and tireless warriors working every day to rehome
vulnerable pets across our city.

This year marks our 20th anniversary, a milestone made possible by your loy-
alty, involvement and passion for animals. As we celebrate, we want to honor
every member of our community who has welcomed TulsaPets into their homes
and hearts.

In 2026 and beyond, we renew our commitment to serve, support and uplift
Tulsa’s vibrant pet community. We can’t wait to share the next 20 years of heart-
warming stories, helpful resources and meaningful connections that celebrate the
unique bond between people and their pets.

Warmest greetings for a wonderful new year — and thank you for being part
of our community.

With appreciation,

<
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kL "’«sﬁ?’s 20 Years of TulsaPets

Celebrating Two Decades of
Pets, Stories and Community

FOR 20 YEARS, TulsaPets has been proud to celebrate the pets,
people and stories that make our city special. From our very first
issue to today, we've shared tips, heartwarming tales and helpful
resources for pet lovers across the Tulsa area.

Over the past two decades, we've watched furry friends grow,
welcomed new additions and cherished the memory of pets
who've left paw prints on our hearts; we’ve also highlighted the
local businesses and organizations that make our community a
haven for animals. From memorable cover pets to community
events, TulsaPets has always been about connecting people with
their four-legged companions.

As we celebrate this milestone, we want to thank our readers,
contributors and the countless pets who have graced our pages.
Your love, loyalty and enthusiasm are what make this journey so
special. It has truly been a privilege to be a part of your pets’lives! o
Here’s to 20 years of wagging tails, purring friends and countless cd
cherished moments — and to many more years of celebrating _ o
pets together! @ %“fm;m-|.;w%“ {estano 1es

+ IBARKIN G

Owner/Pet Stylist

918-992- ..:el 1 DOG GROOMING

918-933-6060

lll.‘iil. OK 7 IH
In Scissortail Square ¢ 41st & 129th E Ave

Mention this ad for a FREE tooth brushing or specialty shampoo

Mental
stimulation
puzzles
are the
perfect
snowy day

toys!

o Danner

VETERINARY HOSPITAL

7891 E 108th St, Suite X-8, Tulsa | 918-943-5458

DAN G. DANNER, BS, DVM - MARK SETSER, MS, DVM - MATT SELLERS, DVM
FREE FOOD, TREAT,AND SUPPLEMENT _ , , }
WITH YOUR DOG & CAT ADOPTIONS 46 Years Full Service Veterinary for Small Animals and Exotic Pets

8134 S Harvard Ave - 918-481-0440 - https://danner.vet
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SEE YOUR PET FEATURED @

Rnd a high-resolution photo to casey@lanepublishers.com with your pet’s name and “Tulsa” in the subject line.
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@ TRAINING TIP

TRAINING TIP:

s,.lio,s',,gBEHA IOR

Train Your
Dog Month

Start Simple with the ABCs of Success

by MARY GREEN

JANUARY IS National Train Your Dog
Month — the perfect time to celebrate
learning, teamwork and the joy of progress
with your dog! Whether youre teaching
your first “sit” or refining your recall, every
success begins with simple steps and a clear
plan. Just like we learned our ABCs before
we learned to read, our dogs also thrive
when training starts simple and builds on
success.

Start Simple — and Make It Fun
Do you remember learning something
new? Maybe it was a sport, a craft or even

a new job. At first, it felt awkward — until
someone broke it down, step by step. Great
dog training works exactly the same way. A
good teacher (that’s you!) starts with easy
steps, rewards small wins and adds chal-
lenge only when the student is ready.
Think of it this way: we learn letters, then
words, then sentences, and before long
we’re writing a novel! Your dog’s learning
journey can be just as exciting when you
celebrate each little step along the way.

Every Dog Is Unique
People often ask, “What’s the smartest

10 | tulsapets magazine JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2026

breed of dog?” The answer is always “it
depends!” Border Collies are brilliant at
herding, but a Bloodhound’s nose out-
smarts everyone else. Your dog has her own
strengths — curiosity, enthusiasm, focus or
playfulness. When you recognize those tal-
ents, you can shape training around what
best motivates your dog.

Training is not about perfection; it’s
about teamwork and discovery. When you
and your dog work together, youre both
learning a new language of trust and un-
derstanding.

The ABCs of Dog Training
Dogs learn through consequences — just
like we do! The A-B-C model helps keep
training simple and structured.

A = Antecedent — what happens before
the behavior.

Think of this as setting up for success:
the environment, your tools and your at-
titude.

B = Behavior — what your dog does (and
what you do in response).

C = Consequence — what happens after
the behavior. A reward makes the behavior
more likely to happen again. Ignoring or
preventing unwanted behavior helps it
fade away.

Example: The Jumping Greeting
Your dog loves you — sometimes a little
too much! If your pup jumps up when you
come home, she’s not being “bad”; she’s just
learned that jumping gets attention.

Let's use the ABCs:

A: Be prepared before you walk through
the door. Keep a leash handy and a few
tasty treats nearby.

B: Stay calm and quiet. Wait for your
dog’s paws to stay on the ground, briefly!

C: Reward that calm, four-on-the-floor
behavior with praise, pets or treats.

Soon, your dog learns that polite greet-
ings earn the best reward — your atten-
tion! When that becomes easy, raise the
challenge: ask her to sit before you say
hello. Before long, she will offer that sit
automatically.



Example: Fetching Fun

Does your dog grab the toy and run away
instead of bringing it back? The ABCs can
help here too!

A: Gather two toys and find a safe, quiet
place to play.

B: Toss one toy a short distance. When
your dog picks it up, show the second toy
and act as if it is the BEST toy. Then toss
that one and keep alternating live toy/
dead toy.

C: 'The reward for returning is ... another
toss!

Two toys keep the game moving and
teach your dog that bringing one back

makes the fun continue.

Example: Loose-Leash Walking
Even walking politely on leash can im-
prove when you think ABCs.

A: Use the right equipment —a
comfortable harness, a 4- to 6-foot leash
and great treats.

B: Reward small moments of success —
even one step of slack leash earns a treat!

C: If your dog pulls, stop. If she walks
beside you, go forward. She’ll quickly
learn that she controls the walk with her
choices.

Keep It Positive

The most successful trainers — and the
happiest dogs — focus on positive rein-
forcement. Set your dog up to win, keep
lessons short and upbeat and always end
up on a success. Remember, January’s
“Train Your Dog Month” isn't just about
obeying commands; it’s about building a
joyful bond that lasts all year long.

So this month, grab your treats, your
leash and your sense of humor. Start
simple, stay patient and celebrate every
“A-B-C” step of success. Your dog will
thank you with tail wags, trust and team-
work that will carry you far beyond these
long winter months. @

Mary Green is a Certified Professional
Dog Trainer Knowledge Assessed
(CPDT-KA), Certified Dog Bebavior
Counselor (CDBC), and Certified Nose
Work Instructor (CNWI) at K9 Manners
&S More in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma.

TORCI#HT

BIG DOGS

&
\

SR |
"M smALL DOGS
OLD DOGS
YOUNG DOGS

BEHAVIOR
MODIFICATION

OFF LEASH
TRAINING

Start
training

K9

1123 E. Archer St., Tulsa 918.947.9743

CITY VETERINARY | | sacox avmac
HOSPITAL "

*

Medicine © Surgery © Dentisiry * Vaccinations

Heartworm Prevention © Flea & Tick Prevention

Boarding * Pet Taxi © Pet Sitting © House Calls
On-Site Lab & X rays

The Family’s Pet Physician
Surgery * Dentistry < Boarding
Daycare * Spaying/Neutering

Full-time groomer on staff. Cold Laser Therapy

Please call for a grooming appointment! Office Hours: M-F 7:30-6:00
Dr. Sandra Rawlings
Dr. Jonathan Stout

MEMBERSHIPIN THE 2732 E. 15th Street
Tulsa, OK 74104 Fax: 712-2760

jacoxanimal@gmail.com

(918) 7122750

= o
rurea wmeiowas cvansin BBB
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@ CAT CHAT

Cleopatra the
Theatrical Cat

Every Move a Performance
by CONNIE CRONLEY | Photos by ANNA NORBERG

IN THEATER costume terms, a head-
piece is any hat, crown or tiara worn on
the head.

I saw thousands of them when I worked
for a ballet company — floral, feathered,
glittering, bejeweled. A headpiece is a
perfect accessory for a cat I know named
Cleopatra. She has many of them, which
is only fitting because she is a very theat-
rical cat.

Each cat has a unique personality. I
think it is our job to recognize and appre-
ciate that. I feel the same about a cat’s
name. Our task is to discover the cat’s
authentic name, not impose a name on it.
Until we do that — recognize the person-
ality and discover the name — nothing
quite fits.

For a cat, the greatest challenge is land-
ing in its exactly right home. Many homes
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The many hats of Cleopatra.

may be pleasant and comfortable, but the
exactly right home is different. That’s the
way it was with Cleopatra, finding the
right home and her true name.

Cleopatra is rightfully my cat. Here is
how I found her and how I lost her:

One Saturday, I discovered her at the
veterinarian clinic I was visiting regularly
at the time. I fell in love with her at first
sight: a golden-brown kitty with a flam-
boyant coat — part circles, part stripes.

This glitzy kitty was a Felis catus,
domestic shorthair cat, a breed known
for being affectionate and playful. More
specifically, she was a tabby cat, which is
not a breed but a reference to the cat’s
two identifying characteristics: its coat
pattern, derived from an ancestral wildcat,
and an “M” mark on the forehead. Some
people believe the M refers to mau, the
word for cat in Ancient Egypt where cats
were sacred. All tabby cats believe this.

'The word tabby, from the French word
tabis, is an allusion to watered silk cloth
and a reference to the design on the cat’s
coat. Tabbies can be mackerel (striped),
spotted, ticked, tortoiseshell and more,
but this particular kitty was a classic (or
blotched) tabby, a coat pattern of artistic
swirls and stripes. She was dramatically
beautiful and alone.

She was the last of a litter. All the rest
had been adopted. The clinic was about
to close for a long weekend holiday, and
my heart went out to the beautiful little
unwanted tabby. I adopted her on the
spot. Home we went!

What a mistake. My dog Bucky was fine
with the two cats already living with us,
but he put his paw down at the thought of
a new cat. He began barking maniacally
and didnt stop for 24 hours. The little
kitty fled to the back of a closet. I rescued
her periodically for food, water and litter
box, but we could both hear Bucky bark-
ing in another part of the house.

I have adopted many cats and dogs over
the years. This was my only failure. I was
sitting on the front porch, morose and
weeping, when my friend Anna dropped
by. A tiny light of hope flickered. Anna’s
cat had died about a year before. Anna
needed a cat. This cat needed a home.



'The next day the kitty and I made a trial
visit to Anna’s house. As I set the carrier
down, I explained to Anna that the kitty
might not come out of the carrier at all,
or if she did, she would run straight into
that closet or under this chair to behind
the sofa.

“She will hide for hours,” I said, as 1
opened the carrier door. The kitty peeped
out, looked around and seemed to say,
“Now this is more like it.” Instead of my
cluttered, funky cottage, here was a spa-
cious home in a soothing palate of white
and pale gray, better to highlight her flam-
boyant coat. The kitty stepped out of the
carrier and — not walked — processed
across the thick carpet.

Anna is a pianist, a classical musician,
so her home is full of the echoes of great
music. The kitty strode with such gran-
deur, I knew she was hearing the regal
sounds of the “Triumphal March” from
the opera “Aida.” And just like that, the
kitty found her rightful home, and Anna

found her new cat. “I'll name her Cleo-

Connie with her godcat, Cleopatra.

patra,” Anna said. She knew the kitty’s
theatrical nature. I would have named her
Polly or Florence.

That was six years ago, and she has
never spoken to me since. Cleopatra, I

mean. She can't forget the dreadful 24
hours in my home. Anna is still a friend.
I have visited them many times and have
seen how Cleopatra reigns, pampered and
applauded. I see her drifting languor-
ously from room to room to the sound of
her personal soundtrack. Sometimes she
slinks across the room sinuously, clearly
hearing the “Habanera” from “Carmen.”
When I try to pet her, she throws herself
into the mad scene from “Madama But-
terfly.” I've seen her eye me coyly as she
floats to the romantic strains of Debussy’s
“Clair de Lune,” as if to say, “Don't you
wish you had a cat as artistic and emotive
as I?”

Anna understands Cleopatra’s need for
theatrical headpieces and provides them
for every holiday and special occasion.
There are theatrical props, too — every
cat toy imaginable. The only thing Cleo-
patra still needs is a tiny follow spot to
track her every dramatic move. @

W

Tl T .

MAKE THEIR CARE
YOUR CAREER.

Enrollin e

Tulsa Community College
Veterinary Technology Program.

For information, call 918.595.8212 or visit TulsaCC.edu/VetTech.
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& PETS AND THEIR PEOPLE

Dogs,

Ccats

& Vinyl

Brian Price's Studio Records BA:
Where Paws and Playlists Meet

by Jennifer Sharpe | Photos courtesy of Brian Price

SINCE OPENING IN January 2024,
Studio Records in Broken Arrow has
been a pet-friendly destination, with
owner Brian Price’s cats and dogs serving
as beloved members of the store’s team.
A haven for vinyl lovers, Studio Records
is a new and used record shop where cus-
tomers can buy, sell and trade records. The
store also offers used CDs and other music

accessories, such as turntables. The busi-
ness is retired teacher Price’s dream come
true, supported by his family and pets.

Gus the Bulldog, who passed away in
May 2024 at the age of 11, was the origi-
nal shop mascot. Being older, Gus mostly
enjoyed resting on his little bed, but he
also made his occasional rounds through
the store.
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Roscoe takes a break
by the turntable.

“Gus was not the most energetic, but
people would come in and love on him.
And he would sit there and enjoy all the
attention,” Price said. “Gus had a very
nice, long life, and he was a special guy.
He'’s still with us in spirit.”

In April 2024, Roscoe the cat joined
the Studio Records family, arriving from
River Trail Animal Hospital & Pet Lodge
as a birthday gift from Price’s daughter.

“Roscoe is the sweetest little boy —
actually, he’s a young man now because
he’s over a year old,” Price said. “He wel-
comes people to the shop and helps cus-
tomers with records as they’re picking
them out. He'll get right in the middle of
it, and in the end, he’ll just flop over and
demand to be petted.”

After Gus was gone, Roscoe was
depressed, so Delia the Russian gray cat
joined the shop crew in June 2024.

“Delia and Roscoe just bonded com-
pletely,” said Price. “She’s my little cau-
tious kitty, judging from afar. Lately, she’s
been coming out of her shell and greet-



ing people, quite the 180 with her social
skills.”

For Price’s birthday in April 2025, his
wife and youngest daughter brought Silas
home from River Trail. At the shelter, he
was nicknamed Cyclops because he was
missing an eye, but he’s been Silas or “One-
Eye Si”since he joined the Price family.

“Silas is a mixed pup with a missing eye
and a broken toe, but he is just the sweet-
est, most lovable and most affectionate
pup ever,” Price said. “He’s so grateful, and
he just loves life. When stuff is getting me
down or starting to stress me out, I take
cues from him to just love life right now
and enjoy the moment. He’s been quite
the savior.

“Roscoe was super excited when we got
Silas. They had totally different energy
levels. So it took a while for them to accli-
mate to each other, but they are buddies
now,” said Price. “They’re just up on the
couch, cuddling together, cleaning each
other, having a good time, chasing each
other. It’s fun to watch.”

Price said that customers love his shop
pets. “I have customers that come in just
for the animals,” he admits. “Then they
wind up buying a record or two.”

Having his animals in the store also
helps customers who come in with their
kids, Price shared, because the animals
keep the kids entertained — often so
much so that the kids don’t want to leave
the store, even when mom or dad is done
shopping.

Studio Records appeals to customers of
all ages.

“A lot of my customers are younger
kids starting to collect vinyl and get into
the physicality of the music they've only
streamed or downloaded. They’ve never
really had music in a format they can
touch,” said Price. “For my older custom-
ers, I'm not selling records. I'm selling
nostalgia and the memories people have
connected to the music.”

In addition to being home to Silas, Ros-
coe and Delia, Studio Records is proudly
pet friendly, welcoming and encouraging
customers to bring their own four-legged
friends along.

“Silas, being raised at River Trail,
was used to being around many dogs,
so he welcomes all animals,” said Price.
“The cats, if they need to escape, can go
upstairs where they’ve got their own little
special area.”

At night, Price and Silas head home
while Roscoe and Delia remain in the shop.

Price with Roscoe and Silas.

“My kitty cats are my night secu-
rity, and they have the run of the place,”
said Price. “They know that’s their time.
They've got each other, and I have cam-
eras | can watch them with. They also do
an excellent job of pest control.”

Price said his pets are a reminder of
how we all just need to stop sometimes
and take a moment.

“I absolutely love having my pets at
work,” he said. “They just help me real-
ize that life is special and that we need to
enjoy the simple things.”

Studio Records Broken Arrow is
located in the Rose District at 111 E.
Commercial St. Follow Studio Records
BA on Facebook for updates and photos
of the furry staff members. ‘&
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GIFT GUIDE

Whether you're spoiling a furry Valentine or the

humans who love them, our gift guide is packed with
cute finds that will make tails wag and hearts flutter!
\%I

|
‘I |

| GLORY HAUS
., f| RED HEART TRAVEL MUG

a
| $24.99 | Southern Agriculture
) Take your love on the go!

This cheetah-print mug with a
' bright red heart keeps drinks
warm and hearts happy

J wherever you roam.

WERUVA BFF VALENTINE '
CANNED CAT FOOD
$1.79 | Southern Agriculture BARKING BUBBLY
' Your best feline friend is sure to $11.50 | Fetch
exclaim “Be my Meow-intine!” Surprise your good boy or girl with wa .
once they've filled their tummy a plush bottle of "Muttscato” — the
with this delicious wild-caught

perfect little extra to pair with their toy
tuna and pumpkin dinner.

bouquet or heart-shaped cookies

’ THE FOGGY DOG COLLARS
" ‘ Q $32.99-$36.99 | Southern Agriculture
i Dress your pup for the season of love with
3 ‘ The Foggy Dog's Valentine-inspired collars
¢ .
1 ¢ !, in pink, plum and raspberry hues. From

playful gingham to plush velvet, each style
pairs standout color with gold hardware

GOOD LUCK SOCK — CUPID PUGS
$12.99 | Southern Agriculture
Give your Valentine the gift of toasty feet with these
adorable Cupid Pug socks. Cozy, cute and guaranteed
to spark a smile, they come in men’s and women'’s
sizes — so you can match and share the love!
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MADE BY CLEO - "LOVE SONG" CAT COLLAR
$22.95 | Southern Agriculture

Add a touch of Valentine's charm to your kitty's style!
Festive and functional, this red and white collar with hearts
features a jingling bell for a little extra fun with every step.

ZIPPYPAWS - VALENTINE'S MINIZ HEART COOKIES
$12.99 | Southern Agriculture
This three-pack of squeaky toys looks just like frosted
heart cookies — complete with adorable smiling
faces. Sweet, soft and perfectly pup-sized, they're a
Valentine's treat your dog will love.

CAVALLINI & CO.

VINTAGE VALENTINE PUZZLE
$19.99 | Southern Agriculture
Sending love via Cupid’s arrow has
never been easier with this vin-
tage-inspired 500-piece puzzle. Fea-
turing a collage of images from the
Cavallini archives, it's perfect for your
human sweetheart (or yourself).

THE FOGGY DOG
VALENTINE'S GINGHAM BANDANA

$26.99 | Southern Agriculture

A bright pink gingham bandana is
the paw-fect preppy accessory for
Valentine's Day or any time your pup
wants to turn heads in style.

ZIPPYPAWS - VALENTINE'S DAY
BURROW BOUQUET OF RED ROSES
$16.99 | Southern Agriculture
Who says you can't give your furry
valentine flowers? This bouquet
stuffed toy features a squeaker in
each rose for hours of fun. The soft
material is gentle on puppies and
older dogs with sensitive teeth. It's
an adorable twist on a classic gift.

C&F HOME C&F HOME
VALENTINE’S DAY VALENTINE'’S DAY
“LOVE MY CAT MORE" p p BERNESE DOG "1 DIG YOU"
bes . Kee, Pk

99 | soutnem grcuwre VIOIES ARE RIUE
For cat-centric households, C&F's ILMV]’[ (}{1/—
w20 WP HORE

$13.99 | Southern Agriculture
- Add a dash of love to your kitchen
this Valentine's Day! Crafted from
soft cotton and embroidered with
various doggy designs, C&F kitchen
towels are charming and practical.

"Love My Cat More" kitchen towel
adds feline flair — and humor —

to any kitchen. “THAN YOU
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@ 10 REASONS

Fur-Ever lLove

10 reasons pets make the best valentines

THIS VALENTINE'S DAY, we're cel-
ebrating the furry, four-legged friends
who make every day sweeter and a little
bit funnier. From cuddles to quirky hab-
its, our pets show love in their own special
ways.

They love you exactly as you

are — especially in your oldest
sweatpants. Fancy outfits impress
no one in your house. Comfort (and
crumbs) are what truly matter.

They greet you with Oscar-

level enthusiasm every sin-
gle time. You stepped outside for 14
seconds? They act like you were gone
for a decade.

They never cancel plans — and

they're thrilled with whatever
you choose. Romantic walk? Cozy
snacks on the couch? Your petis in.

Their cuddles are top tier...

even if they steal 90% of the
blanket. Whether it's a dog sprawling
across your legs or a cat burrowing
under the covers, their affection makes
every snuggle worth it.

They think your cooking is
incredible, no matter how
questionable it truly is. Burnt din-
ner or soggy noodles? Your pet would

still write a glowing Yelp review.

They're gifted listeners. You
can deliver a full TED Talk, and
they'll just blink lovingly.

They teach you to appreciate

life’s simple joys. A sunbeam on
the floor, a gentle purr or a soft nuz-
zle — pets help you notice and savor
the little things that make every day
special.

They make you laugh like no

one else can. Sleeping with their
legs straight up in the air or unexpect-
edly zooming across the room, pets
bring joy in ways only they can.

They inspire creativity and

imagination. Pets spark fun ideas
and playful energy every day, whether
it's through inventing games or inspir-
ing us to snap photos of adorable
antics.

1 They remind you what real
love feels like. Their love is
simple, loyal, unconditional — even
if it's accompanied by drool. And we
wouldn't have it any other way. @
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Elisa and Sullivan

In Good
Company

Paul and EImo

Carriage Companions —A Job For My Dog
www.okharnesshorse.com



@ BOOK REVIEW: KIDS’ PICK

Starting the new year with a good book is always a great habit!

We've rounded up two perfect picks to kick off 2026.

‘Answers to Dog’

A moving tale of friendship, rescue and self-discovery Review by KILEY ROBERSON

SOMETIMES THE RIGHT companion doesn't need words to
understand you. In “Answers to Dog,” National Book Award-
winning author Pete Hautman reminds readers that healing can
arrive on four legs, covered in mud, with burrs in its fur and
loyalty in its eyes. What begins as a story about a boy and a stray
dog becomes a profound exploration of connection, courage and
the quiet ways love finds us when we’re most alone.

Evan Dunn isn’t the kind of kid who stands out. He runs
cross-country because running feels simpler than talking, and
silence hurts less than disappointment. At home, his parents’argu-
ments hang in the air like fog. Then one afternoon, on a long run
through the back roads near his Minnesota town, a Border Collie
appears — thin, scrufly and determined to keep pace beside him.
At first, Evan tries to ignore the dog, but something about its mis-
matched eyes and scrappy persistence pulls him in. Before long, the
pair form a bond that changes the course of both their lives.

Told in alternating perspectives between Evan and the dog
he later names Sam, “Answers to Dog” gives readers a rare view
of companionship from both sides of the leash. Hautman gives
Sam’s voice a canine logic, instinctive and vivid, without ever
humanizing him too much. Through Sam’s eyes, the world is
smell and sound, trust and danger, hunger and belonging. It’s a
bold narrative move that works beautifully, immersing readers in
both the boy’s emotional struggle and the dog’s fierce devotion.
The effect is grounding and deeply empathetic, reminding us of
how animals sense truths that humans often overlook.

At its heart, this is a story about neglect and connection. Both
boy and dog have been left to fend for themselves in different ways.
Evan’s parents are caught up in their own struggles, while Sam’s
backstory involves a cruel breeder and a brush with abuse. Yet
Hautman resists turning the story into a simple rescue tale. Instead,
he builds a nuanced portrait of healing, one that honors the slow,
uneven process of trust.

What makes “Answers to Dog” so compelling is its emotional
honesty. Hautman writes with restraint, never tipping into senti-
mentality, even as the relationship between Evan and Sam deep-
ens. The scenes of training, running and quiet companionship
are rendered with such care that they feel lived-in rather than
staged. Young readers who have loved books like “Because of
Winn-Dixie” or “A Dog’s Way Home” will find familiar emo-
tional terrain here.

'The supporting characters, from Evan’s tentative new friend
Hana to his perceptive coach, add gentle layers of community
and growth. Each helps Evan see himself and Sam in new ways.
Even the setting, a small-town landscape of fields and forest
trails, becomes a kind of secondary character, mirroring the
rhythms of fear, freedom and belonging that drive the story for-
ward.
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"Answers to Dog" is Charlie approved.

While “Answers to Dog” doesn't shy away from difficult sub-
jects — animal mistreatment, loneliness and grief — it ultimately
offers hope. And for those of you like me, who won't read a book
or watch a movie where the pet dies, rest assured that Sam lives
happily ever after. That’s not a spoiler because the real beauty in
this book is that it reminds readers that compassion, even in its
smallest acts, has power. While “Answers to Dog” is technically
juvenile fiction, readers of all ages can appreciate Evan’s journey
toward self-confidence, sparked by one loyal dog.

Poignant, perceptive and beautifully written, “Answers to Dog”
is destined to join the ranks of modern classic dog stories. It’s a
quiet triumph that will speak to animal lovers, sensitive readers
and anyone who has ever needed to be seen — and found. @



@ BOOK REVIEW: ADULT PICK

“Think Like a Dog’

Understand Your Dog's Behavior, Improve
Communication, and Apply the Same Principles
to Every Area of Your Life Review by LAUREN CAVAGNOLO

HAVE YOU EVER wondered why your
dog behaves the way he does? Some ca-
nine habits are easy to understand while
others can be a little puzzling — or even
leave you scratching your head and won-
dering what’s going on.

“Think Like A Dog” helps pet owners
better understand the why behind their
dog’s behavior, improving communica-
tion between owner and pet. What makes
the book stand out among animal behav-
ior books is that it relates these principles
to human relationships, making it appli-
cable across many areas of your life.

Written by Oklahoma dog trainer
Beth Sharp in partnership with fellow
Oklahoman and bestselling author Jim
Stovall — known for his novel “The
Ultimate Gift” — “Think Like a Dog”
examines topics such as trust, communi-
cation, environment management, objec-
tive observation and more as they relate
to the canine experience.

Sharp, who has more than 20 years
of experience training dogs, makes no
claims at solving behavioral issues, but
rather provides owners with valuable
perspectives on a dog’s point of view in
a variety of scenarios, empowering own-
ers to find their own solutions to their
unique problems.

Before anyone can change a dog’s
behavior, they must first understand why
the behavior is happening. While we can’t
know with absolute certainty what a dog
is thinking or feeling, Sharp helps decode
the cues our pups are giving us that we
may be overlooking or misunderstanding.

Well-intentioned actions or poor envi-
ronmental management may actually
be causing undesirable behaviors in our
pups that owners are trying to prevent.
Meanwhile, your dog may be telling you
exactly what he needs in order to change
his behavior, but if you don’t speak his

language,  you
may never know
what he is trying
to say.

Sharp’s insights
help owners take
a step back and
look at the big-
ger picture, giving
them the ability
to identify the source of the problem
instead of focusing on the symptoms or
annoying behavior. Oftentimes, as read-
ers will quickly discover, the problem
doesn’t stem from the canine but rather
the human.

The book is full of real-life, relatable
examples pulled from both Sharp’s expe-
riences as a dog trainer and foster for
rescue dogs as well as Stovall’s own life
experiences.

Short chapters and a quick pace make
“Think Like A Dog” a fast read, perfect
for any dog owner who is looking to cut
to the chase and start improving their
relationship with their pet right away.

Sharp is a certified professional dog
trainer (CPDT-KA) and sees clients for
training and behavior help through her
business, Train Great Dogs. Sharp pre-
viously offered free training classes for
those adopting from Tulsa Animal Wel-
fare as a way to help reduce the return
rate. She has also supported Tulsa rescue
programs through a variety of volunteer
activities.

Stovall is a bestselling author, athlete,
investment broker and entrepreneur,
all while overcoming the challenge of
blindness. An advocate for the visually
impaired, he was chosen as the Interna-
tional Humanitarian of the Year in 2000
for his work through Narrative Televi-
sion Network. ‘&

Mention this ad for $50 off your pet’s dental!

FEBRUARY IS NATIONAL

DENTAL MONTH!
According to the American
Veterinary Dental College®, most
dogs and cats have some evidence
of periodontal disease by the time
they are three years old.

hammond

ANIMAL HOSPITAL
Dr. Lauren Johnson
2301 E 71 St., Tulsa, OK 74136
918.494.0151
hammondanimalhospital.com
Follow us on Facebook!
facebook.com/hammondanimalhospital

FEBRUARY

National Pet Dental Health Month
15% Off All Dentals in February

-

104 N Gilcrease Museum Rd f
Tulsa, 0K 74127 | 918-585-9369
www.pawsitiveveterinarycare.us

Jennifer Anderson, DV.M.

JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2026 tulsapets magazine | 21




Sale, Warm
& Active

Winter tips for your pets

by JESSICA SAWATSKI

The Snood protects

ears from wind and cold
and helps with anxiety,

available at Fetch.

MYTH 1: My dog's
fur keeps them
warm enough.

FACT: Even thick-
coated breeds can
get cold, especially
in wind or wet
conditions. Limit
time outdoors and
offer shelter and
layers as needed.

N e

WHEN TEMPERATURES drop in Tulsa, it’s tempting
for people and pets to hunker down. But winter doesn’t
have to sideline exercise, enrichment or wellness. With
a few tweaks, you can keep your pets happy, healthy and
safe all season long.

Indoor Fun for Active Minds and Bodies

When icy sidewalks or freezing winds make walks less
appealing, bring the fun indoors. Interactive toys, puzzle
feeders and treat-dispensing games turn mealtime into
a brain workout, while simple games keep energy and
spirits up.

“Hide-and-seek is an especially good game for kids
and dogs to play together,” says Mary Green, CPDT-KA,
of K9 Manners & More. “You can also reintroduce toys
that may have fallen to the bottom of the toy box, as these
can become ‘new and novel to the pup. Better still, have a
stash of toys they haven' seen yet.”

Food can be enriching too. “We lose a big opportu-
nity when we simply put our dog’s food into the bowl,”
Green adds. “Put part of their meal in a Kong™, puzzle
feeder or snuffle mat to encourage foraging and focus.”

And don't forget: enrichment doesn't have to break
the budget. “Take an old muffin tin, put some treats in
the spaces and put tennis balls on top. That’s a great way
to introduce an easy game,” says Green.

When It’s Safe to Go Outside
Fresh-air walks are still doable — just shorten outings,
stick to dry, non-icy surfaces and be observant. Since
stiffness and pain from arthritis may worsen in the cold,
watch for signs of discomfort, such as lifting paws, shiv-
ering or slowing down as these can signal frostbite risk
or hypothermia.

“When temperatures are below freezing, most pets
should be outside no longer than 10-15 minutes. Pets

Cold Weather Myths and Facts

MYTH 2: Pets don't
need as much
water in winter.

FACT: Indoor
heating causes
dehydration just
like summer heat.
Always provide
fresh, unfrozen
water — especially
after walks or play.

MYTH 3: Cats are
fine in garages or
sheds.

FACT: Garages
can dip below
freezing and often
contain toxins like
antifreeze. Even
"outdoor cats"”
need a warm,
insulated, dry
shelter.

22 | tulsapets magazine JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2026

MYTH 4: Booties

are just for fashion.

FACT: They protect
paws from salt, ice
melt and frostbite.
If your pet refuses
them, try paw wax
orrinse and dry
feet after every
walk.

MYTH 5: Pets
don't get bored in
winter.

FACT: Less outdoor
time means fewer
outlets for energy.
Rotate toys, add
indoor games and
make enrichment
part of your pet's
daily routine.



accustomed to being outdoors need shel-
ter and protection from the elements,
including warm bedding and fresh, unfro-
zen water,” says Alyson Fryer, DVM.

Breed and coat matter as well. “Deter-
mining when it’s safe to take a dog out-
side is dependent upon the dog and the
breed of the dog,” says Green. “Dogs
such as Samoyeds, Siberian Huskies and
Great Pyrenees love to be outside in the
cold and even the snow. Dogs without an
undercoat — not so much. Let the dog
tell you whether or not they are comfort-
able outside. When you take them out for
a potty break, do they want to play? Or are
they making a beeline back to the house?”

Additionally, older pets feel the chill
more. Offer warm, draft-free beds and opt
for gentle, frequent movement over long,
strenuous sessions.

Winter Hazards & Gear to Help

Ice and toxins are the two biggest haz-
ards, according to Fryer. “Slipping on ice
can cause traumatic injuries, from sprains
to fractures,” she says. “Toxins, such as
anti-freeze and ice melt, are common

Vo

can be toxic and result in kidney failure.
In addition, choose pet-safe ice melt (or
sand for traction), use booties or paw wax,
and always wipe paws after walks. Around
the holidays, keep an eye on décor: poin-
settias can cause drooling, vomiting or
diarrhea if ingested, and sap may irritate
skin or eyes.”

Dry indoor air can leave skin flaky and
coats dull; regular grooming helps distrib-

ute natural oils. Protective layers and paw

icals that can irritate or make pets sick.

“At Fetch, we carry natural skin and
paw care, omega oils to combat dryness,
and protective apparel like Ruffwear jack-
ets, boots and Gooby fleece for smaller
pups — plus Snoods to keep ears warm,”
says Jennie Gilpin, owner of Fetch. “My
personal favorite is the Ruffwear Over-
coat Fuse Vest — it’s practical, durable
and cozy.”

A Note for Cats and Small Pets
Cats, especially those kept strictly indoors,
benefit from climbing furniture, scratch-
ing posts and interactive play to stay stim-
ulated during winter months.

Small pets like rabbits, guinea pigs and
birds are particularly sensitive to tem-
perature changes. Keep them away from
cold windows and drafts, and ensure their
enclosures are well-insulated but still
well-ventilated.

Cold weather may slow us down, but it
doesn’t have to sideline your pet’s health
and happiness. With a mix of indoor
activities, smart outdoor strategies and
seasonal care, you can make this winter

winter hazards. Anti-freeze ingestion is care go a long way too. After each outing, your pet’s coziest — and healthiest —
life-threatening. As little as a few licks wipe paws to remove ice, salt and chem-  yet. @&
Crestwood Crossing b
Animal Hospital | "
v | v 4 /
E , _— —1 1'//; / /t S i -’IE
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918-584-8535

Small Animal Hospital

Digital Radiology
: Surgery
4B Complete Lab Work
Dr. Allison Dr. Jennifer
Tarvin Squibb Ultrasound

Mon-Fri 7:30am - 5:30pm - Sat 8am - Noon
6333 E. 120th Court, Ste G, Tulsa, OK

DOGDISH

MONDAY - SATURDAY
10-6
SUNDAY 12-5

2803 SOUTH HARVARD AVE
918-624-2600

PREMIUM FOODS « TREATS ¢ TOYS ¢ GEAR
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IN THE NEW TIIlSA VETERINARY SPECIALISTS BUILDING

Animal Eye Clinic Oncology &
DIPLOMATE, AMERICAN COLLEGE OF ’nterna’ MediCine

VETERINARY OPHTHAMOLOGISTS
Melinda L. Upton, DVM, DACVIM (Oncology)

Diseases and Surgery of the Eye
Robert Gwin, DVM, MS Cancer Diagnostics * Chemotherapy ¢ Ultrasound
Cataract Surgery, including Diabetics * Glaucoma (918) 663-3994 * cancertechs@yahoo.com
Dry Eye * Trauma * Sudden Blindness * Tumors
Tulsa’s Most Advanced CT Scanner for Pets

4005 S. 102nd E. Ave. * Tulsa, OK 74146
(918) 632-0508 » www.eyeclinicok.com



Animal Emergency
Center WwWW.aectulsa.com

ig; Urgent Care ¢ Emergency * Trauma
OPEN 24 HOURS 7 DAYS A WEEK

4055 S. 102nd E. Ave. * Tulsa, OK 74146 * (918) 665-0508



A new year is the perfect time for a fresh start whether you've
welcomed a new puppy into your home or youre ready to build better
habits with the dog already by your side. From DIY enrichment treat
recipes and fun indoor games to conquering new training skills, these
ideas will help keep pets happy, engaged and thriving all year long,

setting them up to grow into their best selves.

-

'..a [

-
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NEW PUPPY IN THE FAMILY

If the new year also brought a new pet
along, congratulations! The first weeks
are the perfect time to establish routines,
explore enrichment activities and build
a strong bond. Short daily play sessions,
gentle training and interactive toys help
your pet feel secure and set the stage for a
happy, healthy year together.

Daily play session: Try a five-min-
ute “find it” game using small treats or
kibble. Hide a few pieces around one
room while your dog watches, then give
the cue: “Find it!” It engages their nose,
builds confidence and is easy for pup-
pies who aren’t ready for active fetch or
tug.

Gentle training for a new or shy puppy:
Introduce “touch” (nose targeting). Hold
your hand out a few inches from their
nose. When the puppy sniffs or boops
your hand, quietly say “Yes” or click, and
give a small treat. It’s low pressure, builds
trust and becomes a useful cue for guid-
ing them through new environments.

Interactive toys: Treat dispensing toys,
like the Kong™ puppy activity ball,
support appropriate chewing behavior
while encouraging gentle play and prob-
lem-solving skills. It’s a great way to keep
shy puppies engaged, build confidence
independently and provide a calming
activity during downtime.

PUPRY / CHIOT

KONGS,

The Kong puppy activity ball
supports appropriate chewing
behavior while encouraging
dgentle play and problem-
solving skills.

OWNER RESOLUTIONS FOR PET HEALTH

Start the year by committing to
small daily habits and scheduling
key wellness checks that support
your pets long-term health and
happiness.

» Walk More, Together — Add short
daily walks or indoor play sessions,
even on chilly days.

+ Track Meals & Treats — Keep por-
tions in check and avoid overfeeding.

» Schedule Vet Checkups — Annual
wellness exams, dental cleanings and
vaccines.

QUICK TIP:

Try a new route or a dog-friendly

trail once a week to keep walks
exciting for both of you.

Daily Enrichment — Rotate toys,
puzzles or short training sessions to
keep their brain active.

Groom Regularly — Brush coats,
trim nails and clean ears to prevent
discomfort and detect changes early.

Hydration Goals — Ensure fresh
water is always available, even in win-
ter when pets may drink less.

Fun Fitness — Try a new activity:
fetch, agility or indoor obstacle courses.

Pet-Proof Your Home — Keep haz-
ards like chemicals, small objects and
seasonal décor out of reach.

Document the Year — Take
monthly photos or keep a pet journal
to track milestones, growth and new
tricks.

Bond Daily — Spend intentional time
cuddling, playing or practicing gentle

massage for stress relief.
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_ MINDFUL MORSELS

From brain-boosting frozen bites for dogs to
crunchy turkey treats for cats, these DIY recipes
aren’t jusz‘ z‘asz‘y, t/yey’re a chance to en gage your

pet’s mind and kick off the year on a high note.

PAW-SOME PUZZLE TREATS

WHAT YOU NEED
» % cup plain Greek yogurt (unsweetened, no xyli-
tol)

» 2-3 small pieces of pet-safe fruit, diced (apple,
blueberries or banana)

+ 2tablespoons of your dog’s regular kibble

INSTRUCTIONS
1. In a small bowl, mix the yogurt and diced fruit.

2. Fill a muffin tin or a Kong™ toy about halfway with
the yogurt-fruit mixture.

3. Sprinkle a few kibble pieces on top for a crunchy
surprise.

4. Freeze for 1-2 hours until firm.

5. Serve in small portions and watch your pup work
to uncover the tasty layers.

TIP: Encourage your dog to sniff, paw and problem-solve while enjoying a healthy
shack. You can rotate fruits or add a spoonful of pumpkin puree for variety.

WHISKER-LICIOUS TURKEY CRUNCHIES
Keep your cat busy and happy with a crunchy,
protein-packed treat they can “hunt.”

WHAT YOU NEED
» % cup cooked, finely chopped « 1egg white

turkey (plain, no seasoning) « Optional: a pinch of dried cat-

+ 2tablespoons oat flour or nip for extra fun
whole wheat flour

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Preheat oven to 350°F. 6. Cool completely. Store in an
airtight container in the fridge

2. Mix turkey and hite until
ix turkey and egg white unti for up to a week.

well combined.
TIP: Turn snack time into
enrichment! Hide a few treats

in a paper bag, small cardboard
4. Roll into tiny pea-sized balls or  pox or puzzle feeder, so your cat

3. Stirin flour until a soft, slightly
sticky dough forms.

small disks. can use their nose and paws to

5. Place on a parchment-lined "hunt"” each bite. Small changes
baking sheet and bake 8-10 in placement make each session a
minutes until firm. new challenge.
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HELP YOUR PUP SHINE

Canine Good Citizen Program

Helping your dog become the best version
of himself isn't just about obedience — it’s
about strengthening your bond, building
trust and nurturing confidence in everyday
situations. Training can open the door to
better communication and a deeper con-
nection between you and your pet.

The American Kennel Club’s Canine
Good Citizen® (CGC) program supports
dogs of all ages and breeds in becom-
ing well-mannered companions while
empowering owners with the skills to be
confident, responsible leaders. It’s a pos-
itive path forward for pet parents who
want to bring out the very best in their

dogs.

The CGC program focuses on 10
essential skills, each aimed at fostering
good manners and positive interactions:
1. Accepting a friendly stranger — Your

dog calmly greets new people without
jumping or barking.

2. Sitting politely for petting — Ensures
your dog remains gentle and patient
when meeting others.

3. Appearance and grooming — Your
dog tolerates brushing, nail trims and
handling, making vet visits and home
care easier.

4. Out for a walk — Walking politely
on a loose leash makes outings more
enjoyable for both dog and owner.

wu

Wialking through a crowd — Teaches
calm behavior in busy public spaces,
from parks to pet-friendly events.

6. Sitand down on cue and stay in place —
Builds reliable obedience, helping your
dog remain under control anywhere.

7. Coming when called — A dependable
recall keeps your dog safe and your
mind at ease.

8. Reaction to another dog — Encourages
calm, friendly behavior around other
dogs.

9. Reaction to distraction — Helps your
dog stay focused even with sights,
sounds and smells around them.

10. Supervised separation — Teaches com-
fort and independence when left alone
for short periods.

Visit akc.org to learn more about the

Canine Good Citizen program and how

it can help your furry citizen shine. &
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ANIMAL

ACUPUNCTU R“E

Getting
to the ROOT
of the Problem

Animal Acupuncture
Post-Operative Rehabilitation
Sports Medicine

Pain Management
Nutritional Counseling
Vaccine Titers

Chinese Herbs
Rehab/Fitness Store
Regenerative Medicine

Pain Trace

Certified In Canine Fitness
Training & Preventative Therapy

DR. HEATHER OWEN ° DR. CAMI WALLIS * DR. LAUREN WILLIAMS

918-728-2351 * 4505 S. Peoria * Tulsa, OK 74105

CEDARWOOD VETERINARY CLINIC

ROBERT W. POTEET, D.V.M.
1412 S Harvard Ave e Tulsa, OK 74112 e 918-749-6588 e Fax 918-749-6695

HELP US
~ FEED PETS
"IN NEED.

OAA’s Pet Food Pantry
tays in high demand.
Help us keep bowls and
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NEVER A HASSLE. > ALWAYS ATREAT!

Providing safe, quality grooming,
boarding and play in a clean,
caring and loving environment.
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NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION

- ‘f;. 4 Treat your fur baby fo more
% & Winfer Doggie Day Plays!

£ (918) 805-0751 - INFO@BRINGYOUROWNDOGGROOMING.COM

" SELF SERVE

DAWG WASH & GROOMING SERVICES

www.udirtydawg jenks.com
205 East Maln, Jenks + 918-995-7033

- Self Service Dawg Wash - Full Service Groomers
* Dawg Products

Self Serve & Groomers - Tues-Sat 7:30-6:00
Self Serve Only - Sunday 1:00-6:00 - Closed Mondays
Ashley Mahurin Proprietor

1i;:POSITIVE

YOUR DOG TO THINK
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"/ Broken Arrow, OK
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Loster Facts

Busting the biggest myths about fostering pets in need

by SHARON BISHOP-BALDWIN

Most foster pets are happy to simply hang out with you.

FEW THINGS CAN be more beneficial
to cats or dogs stuck in an animal shelter’s
cage or a rescue group’s boarding facility
than getting those prospective pets into
foster homes as soon as possible.

No matter how modern, clean and
cozy the facilities might be, they’re sim-
ply not great environments for dogs and
cats. Animals in shelters can develop
behavioral issues or become anxious or
depressed. Kittens and puppies, especially,
are prone to catching diseases from other
animals.

So why don’t more people foster? Per-
haps they subscribe to some of the myths
surrounding fostering, such as that it’s
expensive, time-consuming or requires
special skills, or they fear that they will
get “stuck” with an animal.

The truth is that fostering isn't as dif-
ficult as many people think — and the
rewards are well worth it.

Cost and Resources

“The rescue gives me everything I need”
in terms of supplies and advice, and they
cover the costs of any medicines or care,
says Emily Hornay, who has fostered for
Skiatook Paws and Claws Animal Rescue
for about three years. “I don't spend any
money unless it’s something that I want
to buy for the animal.”

Time Commitment
Hornay, who works as a registered veter-
inary technician at Forest Trails Animal
Hospital and the Animal Emergency
Center in Tulsa, in addition to going to
school, says the time commitment isn’t
always what people expect. It can be a
factor of what animal a person chooses to
foster. Bottle-feeding kittens will require
more hands-on care than fostering a 1- to
2-year-old dog, for example.

“These guys (the dogs she fosters) just
want to hang out with you,” Hornay says.

“They don’t need to be pampered. They’re
just so excited to be out of a crate.”

Christina Shepherd volunteers for
Pause for Paws. The Tulsa nonprofit
arranges foster homes for pets whose
owners are experiencing homelessness,
mental illness or addiction so that the
owner can get urgent medical, mental
health, or substance abuse treatment.

Shepherd tends to specialize in animals
with medical or other special needs, and
she knows that not everyone can or wants
to handle those cases, but she also knows
that organizations won't force animals on
people who aren’t comfortable with their
level of required care.

And Pause for Paws’ unique mission
ensures that she won't “get stuck” with an
animal.

“You know going in that they have an
owner. That removes a lot of the barriers
to fostering. It’s going to be short term,
and it will be easier to give them up,” she
says.

Ashley Dwyer works for the Oklahoma
Alliance for Animals in Tulsa and also
fosters for OAA and other rescues. Since
2014, she has fostered about 45 to 50 ani-
mals, primarily dogs.

She says her friends admire the work
she does but don't typically get on board
themselves.

“I feel like a lot of them want to do that,
... but it’s so intimidating. It can be over-
whelming,” Dwyer says. “But usually the
first time somebody fosters, then they’ll
foster forever.”

Letting Go

All three say the thing they hear most
from people about fostering is their fear
that they wouldn’t want to give up the
animal.

“I do get it,” Shepherd says. “I certainly
understand that you fall in love, and I
have certainly foster-failed. But the lives
saved are what I wish more people put in
the forefront.

“For every animal you foster, youre
saving two animals — the one you foster
and the one you're giving more time in
the shelter,” she says. “Every time you can
make space in the shelter, another animal
gets more time. That’s the math.”

Dwyer explained that finding tempo-
rary homes helps dogs avoid the stress
and expense of long-term boarding and
gives them a better chance to thrive. “Fos-
ters are everything to us,” she said. &
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In each issue this year, meet a local foster parent and discover
why they open their home and heart to pets in need.

Kayla Crabtree and Reese's

32 | tulsapets magazine JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2026




Fostering
Reese’s

by KAYLA CRABTREE

EIGHT MONTHS AGO, I walked
through the doors of Tulsa Animal Ser-
vices. What began as a simple act of vol-
unteering quickly became an extraordi-
nary journey that touched my heart in
ways I never imagined. With over 200
hours of volunteering, I became part of
a passionate community dedicated to
the well-being of our furry friends.

Recently, TAS began releasing their
at-risk lists twice a week, showing dogs
in urgent need of help. Inspired, my fel-
low volunteers and I started a Facebook
page called “Friends of TAS” to show-
case these pups because we believe vis-
ibility leads to salvation. Our mantra?
“Seen equals saved.”

My heart sank when I discovered that
four of my favorite dogs had landed on
that dreaded list. Three were swiftly
adopted, leaving only Reese’s behind.
An hour before her deadline, I felt a
deep pull within me. I had every rea-
son to say, “I can't.” I already had three
dogs, a busy schedule and a full plate.
But looking at her sweet face, I felt a
surge of conviction. How could I not?
So I decided to open my heart and
home, and let me tell you, it has been
one of the most rewarding decisions I
have ever made.

Reese’s immediately illuminated our
lives with her gentle spirit. Watching
her discover what it means to feel safe,
to love, and to simply be a dog has been
one of the greatest privileges of my life.
I sometimes catch myself staring at her,
marveling at how close she came to
being forgotten. Yet here she is, curled
up beside me, radiating warmth. Each
goofy tail wag and hopeful gaze feels
like a miracle I never want to take for
granted.

When 1 first took Reese’s in, I was
excited but nervous. Would she adapt?

Would I have the time? My heart knew
the answer. So I opened my home and
heart to her. We built trust, shared
countless cuddles and created small
victories together. And as she grew, this
small, feisty spirit reminded me every
day why fostering matters so much.

Yet I'm aware of my role in her jour-
ney. Fostering always carries the bitter-
sweet understanding that my heart will
break when it’s time to say goodbye. I
do this knowing that letting go is truly
an act of love. Each time a foster leaves
for their forever home, it’s not just a
loss; it’s also a victory. By giving a pup
the chance to flourish, I create space
for another life to be saved. Yes, I'll cry
when Reese’s leaves, but those tears will
be filled with gratitude.

During my time fostering Reese’s,
I've also had the privilege of temporar-
ily fostering another dog named Pea-
nut who was pulled by a rescue. Pea-
nut’s stay was brief, but his impact was
monumental. Saying goodbye to him
was difficult, yet knowing that I played
a role in his transition made the tear-
ful farewell worthwhile. Each goodbye
opened a door for another soul in need,
and that thought alone holds its own
kind of beauty. As Reese’s and my time
together continues, I remind her daily
that she is not disposable, not forgotten
and certainly not too much.

She is precious, worthy and deserving
of all the love the world has to offer. It’s
incredible to realize that every ounce
of care and commitment poured into
fostering builds a bridge to happier
endings for these beautiful souls. I can’t
save them all. But for Reese’s, Peanut
and every foster who comes through
my home, I can be the reason their story
continues. And that’s enough to keep
me going. ‘@

Compassionate, Personalized
and State-of-the-Art Care
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NEW YEAR / NEW CLIENT SPECIAL
Present this ad for $25 off a
new client exam until 2/29.
Dr. Christine Kunzweiler
Dr. Jenna Schultz - Dr. Erin Stayton

Veterinary Associates
6925 S 69th E Ave - Tulsa, OK
(918) 492-4200
www.veterinaryassociates.net

I'm a blue tabby. My name is Wanza
and my est. birthdate is 9/30/24. |
love company and to be petted
because | left my 5 kittens in my
foster home so | can find a home of
my own. No dogs but children and
other cats are fine with me. | only
weigh about 7 Ibs. so I'm hoping for
some holiday meals with you!

There are also other kitties
here to look at too!

\{\rfw-ﬂmr Faﬁ v

STREeTCATS, INC.

3105 S. Winston Ave | Tulsa, OK 74135-2028
www.streetcatstulsa.org | 918.298.0104 (message line)
Tuesday—Saturday: 10:30 am—5:00 pm
All volunteer non profit adoption center and gift boutique
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Solutions
in Action

Fighting pet overpopulation through spay/neuter,

community collaboration

Story and photos by SHARON BISHOP-BALDWIN
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Maximilian, a flame-point Siamese kitten, is among the thousands of pets that
were neutered or spayed at Spay Oklahoma in 2025.

HARDLY ANYONE was surprised when
Bissell Pet Foundation founder Cathy
Bissell wrote that the nation’s overbur-
dened animal shelters are in a crisis of
“perfect storm” proportions, but local ani-
mal rescue advocates say there are ways to
help part the clouds.

Bissell wrote in a June blog post that
a “perfect storm” — created by a housing
crisis, veterinary shortages and economic
strain — has resulted in fewer adoptions,
shelters increasingly beyond capacity and
more unsterilized animals roaming the
streets.

34 | tulsapets magazine JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2026

Unsurprisingly, the worst of these con-
ditions tends to be in the South, where
poverty is harshest, pet regulations are
weakest, the breeding season is the lon-
gest and resources are the scarcest.

In the first half of 2025, approximately
2.8 million cats and dogs entered animal
shelters and rescues across the United
States, according to Shelter Animals
Count, a national database. Of those,
some 1.9 million were adopted into
homes. Simple math shows a differ-
ence of about 900,000 cats, dogs, kittens
and puppies. That’s the number that the
nation’s 4,000-plus municipal shelters and
9,000-plus nongovernmental rescues have
been desperately working to place in lov-
ing homes.

Sand Springs Animal Welfare Coor-
dinator Tracy Arvidson is one of those
shelters’ employees, but even as she begs
people to adopt the pets in her kennels,
she knows that adoption can't be the only
solution.

Spaying and neutering “is the only way
to get things to slow down,” she says. “We
are being reactive (in focusing only on
adoption). ... If we can get ahead of it and
be proactive and stop the babies that are
unwanted, then that’s where we can get
somewhere.

“It’s just like eradicating a disease. What
do we do? We vaccinate. What is that? It’s
a preventative. We figure out how to stop
that disease. We don’t just figure out how
to treat it afterwards.”

It would be easy for Kelly Hines to be
despondent.

“What I look at weekly are the TAS
(Tulsa Animal Services) euthanasia num-
bers, and then we also have a good feel for
how things are going because we're there
every day, and we see firsthand the need in
our city,” says Hines, the clinic manager at
Spay Oklahoma, a Tulsa-based nonprofit
whose sole mission is to reduce the num-
bers of unwanted cats and dogs through
sterilization.

“Some days it’s overwhelming, hon-
estly. We can do 10,000 surgeries a year
between our main veterinarian and our
relief vets and still feel like we are just
making a dent,” Hines says. “We could
easily do two to three times more surger-
ies a year with unlimited resources. The
backlog never goes away.”

But while Arvidson sees her share of
people who are still resistant to sterilizing



their animals, Hines says she encounters
far less apathy and ignorance than in the
past.

“I just see the need firsthand and the
desire firsthand,” she says. “I think aware-
ness is really high for spay and neuter. I
think people understand that it’s import-
ant, and they want to get it done, but in
this economy, there are challenges across
the board.”

Certainly, financial obstacles are an
issue.

“Oftentimes, people are upset about
the cost, but what we charge is actually
less than what we pay,” she says, add-
ing that Spay Oklahoma recently had to
raise its rates a small amount in order to
cover more of its costs. “We're a nonprofit.
That’s a tough decision for anyone,” she
says. “But we have to close the gap.”

Another major hurdle is the lack of
available appointments, an obstacle tied
to a shortage of veterinarians.

“We stay booked three weeks out year-
round, and that’s as far out as we open the
calendar,” Hines says, likening the expe-
rience to “trying to buy concert tickets.”

Other barriers can be more compli-
cated: A person doesn’t have transporta-
tion to get a pet to or from surgery. The
owner cant take off work during the
hours the pet needs to arrive or be picked
up. Perhaps the pet needs other medical
care before it can be sterilized.

1. Ensure that your own pets
are spayed or neutered, and
if they aren't, keep them
indoors except for supervised
bathroom breaks until you can
do so.

2. Cover the cost of having stray,
feral or community cats in your
neighborhood sterilized.

3. Donate to organizations that
provide TNR — or trap, neuter,
return — services for stray or
feral cats in your community.

4. Support, financially or
otherwise, shelters, rescues
or other organizations that

Even those challenges can be overcome,
says Hines, who also administers a Face-
book page created to connect people in
need of assistance — such as funding or
transportation — with those who have
the means or time to help.

'The page, Oklahoma Spay and Neuter
Assistance, has expanded into a clearing-
house for information about where to
obtain spay and neuter surgeries and what
organizations offer low-cost services or
reduced-price vouchers.

Another ray of hope for Hines is that
animal assistance organizations are join-
ing forces in ways they haven't previously.

‘I like seeing some collaboration
between groups to get some more surger-

What Can I Do?

provide low-cost sterilization.

5. Donate to organizations that
provide voucher programs
for low-cost spaying and
neutering.

6. Volunteer to help a friend,
neighbor or even a stranger
pay for their pet’s sterilization
or help with transportation on
the day of surgery.

7. Adopt additional pets if your
lifestyle and budget allow
for it, and make sure they're
spayed or neutered. Most
shelters and rescues won't
adopt unaltered animals.

ies done,” she says. “Ihis is just going to
require a lot of different entities working
on it.”

Arvidson says municipalities can help
by rethinking often-punitive pet policies.
In her city of Sand Springs, when dogs
are picked up and found to be unsteril-
ized, instead of fining owners an exorbi-
tant amount, authorities give them the
opportunity to “readopt” their pets for
the standard adoption fee, which includes
spaying or neutering.

The city of Tulsa recently announced a
program wherein owners of unaltered ani-
mals can have citations waived with proof
of sterilization, and owners are offered a
low-cost voucher for the surgery.

“You've kind of got to look at what’s
going to get you somewhere,” Arvidson
says. “I know it’s very frustrating, and it’s
very easy to just write people tickets. But
that doesn’t accomplish anything ... and
youre going to be the enemy.

“We try to be the person you call when
you need something. If you can't get your
animal fixed, then you call us. We will
help you figure it out.”

Hines says that’s exactly what people
need — help.

“I think most people would want to have
their animal fixed in a perfect world. Every-
one coming through the door is trying to
do the right thing by their animal.” &

8. Become a foster home for a

shelter or rescue organization.
Besides freeing up space at
the shelter or rescue, keeping
animals in foster homes
instead of cages ultimately
makes them better pets.

9. Volunteer your time for an

animal assistance organization
that is close to your home or
your heart. The needs — and
opportunities — are endless.

10. Advocate for animals and

the people helping them.
Lend your voice to efforts to
improve their lives.
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Brushing

Up on Pet
Dental Care a

What Every Pet
Owner Should Know

by LAUREN CAVAGNOLO

HAS YOUR PUP stopped eating like he
used to or started pawing at his mouth?
Maybe you've noticed his breath has been
especially foul lately, or he is drooling
more than normal. These can all be signs
of poor dental health in your pet.
February is National Pet Dental Health
Month, designated to raise awareness
about the importance of oral health in our
family pets. Good oral hygiene not only
prevents pain and infection but can also
protect vital organs and improve overall
health, adding years to your pet’s life.

Warning Signs of
Poor Dental Health
In addition to poor appetite or difficulty
eating, discolored teeth, broken or loose
teeth, and blood in the food bowl can all
be warning signs of poor dental hygiene.
“Most pet owners don’t look in their
pet’s mouth, let alone think that their
pet’s teeth will rot,” said Dr. Kimberly
Weiss, owner of Healing Hands Veteri-
nary Wellness Center in Oklahoma City.
“Many pet owners don't think their pets
have dental issues.”
Additionally, pets don't always show
obvious signs of oral pain, making it diffi-
cult for pet owners to recognize, said Dr.

Pet Owner
Action Steps

» Know the warning signs of
dental problems.

 Look in your pet’s mouth
regularly and brush their
teeth.

 Provide proper food, dental
chews and toys.

« Have your pet's teeth
examined annually by a
veterinarian and follow
their recommendations.

Ashley Feeley at River Trail Animal Hos-
pital in Tulsa. “Sometimes the only sign is
decreased interest in eating.”

Left untreated, poor dental hygiene can
lead to bigger problems (and bigger bills)
down the road for pet owners.

Bacteria are the cause of bad breath.
Coupled with inflamed gums, these early
signs of poor hygiene will lead to bigger

health issues, explained Dr. Dan Danner,

36 | tulsapets magazine JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2026

Dental chews and toys can
help maintain oral health.

owner of Danner Veterinary Hospital in

Tulsa.

“Bacteria in the mouth can enter the
bloodstream and damage the heart, liver
and kidneys, leading to more serious

health problems,” added Feeley.

Prevention Is Key

The best ways to avoid dental problems
and related health issues are feeding your
dog quality food, brushing his teeth, giv-
ing him dental chews and toys, and taking
him for an annual veterinarian exam.

Common sense and awareness can go a
long way, said Danner. Pet owners should
look in their pet’s mouth two to three
times a month.

“It’s really important to monitor that,
and if you can sense the dog’s not doing
something right or licking more, then
take a look under that lip and see what’s
going on,” Danner encouraged.

As with people, brushing daily is one
of the best ways to keep your pet’s teeth
clean and healthy.

“Start early with conditioning your pet
to allow brushing of teeth daily,” Feeley
advised. “Preventing the accumulation of
dental tartar is the best way to keep your
pet’s mouth healthy.”



The right food, toys and products can
also help keep dental health issues at bay.

“Good nutrition is a start for good
teeth, as well as proper dental chews or
toys. Pet owners can get enzymes that can
help dissolve tartar,” Weiss said.

Danner recommends using canine
enzymatic toothpaste or rinses at the end
of the day after taking up food and water.
This allows the treatment to stay on the
teeth longer.

And when it comes to cats and other
small mammals, the advice on oral
hygiene can vary.

“Cats don't chew toys like dogs, and
they won't drink their water if additives
are in the water. So proper food is best,”
Weiss said. “Rabbits, guinea pigs, chin-
chillas, rats, mice, gerbils, etc., all have
teeth that grow constantly. Pet owners
must provide proper enrichment that can
be chewed to keep their teeth at a healthy
size.”

Weiss said signs of dental issues in
pocket pets and rodents are weight loss,
not eating and excessive salivation.

Have a veterinarian evaluate your pet’s
teeth at least once a year; they can advise

Annual exams are an important
aspect of your pet’s oral health.

you on the need for an anesthetic dental
procedure for your pet, said Weiss.

Your veterinarian may recommend a
professional dental cleaning under anes-
thesia for your pet.

“This allows us to examine the teeth
safely and effectively,” Feeley said. “Den-
tal radiographs (X-rays) are also bene-
ficial as it allows us the ability to evalu-
ate the integrity of teeth under the gum
line. Based on a complete dental exam,
your veterinarian may recommend tooth
extractions.”

Veterinarian dental care has come along
way over the years, with more options and
procedures that mirror human dental care,
said Danner.

Common Misconceptions

Some pet owners incorrectly believe that
it is not safe for older pets to undergo
anesthesia for routine dental cleanings.

“Anesthesia can safely be performed on
older pets,” Feeley said. “Depending on
your pet’s health history, your veterinarian
may recommend additional bloodwork or
testing prior to anesthesia to ensure they
use the right anesthetic techniques.”

Additionally, there are pet owners who
think providing hard plastic toys and
bones for their dog will help keep their
pet’s teeth healthy.

“These products can actually cause more
damage and tooth fractures that expose
the tooth to infections,” Feeley added.

'The bottom line is to take care of your
pet’s dental hygiene at home, monitor for
early warning signs of a problem and don’t
skip the annual vet visit. Preventative care
and early action can keep your pet happy

and healthy for years to come. &

CAMP

*Offer valid only at Tulsa or Bixby location. Camper must meet entrance requirements.
Limit 1 offer per customer. Other restrictions apply. Expires: 8/31/26
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PERSONALIZED PET HEALTH CARE

MADE FOR
REAL LIFE

WHAT YOU NEED WHEN YOU NEED IT

® &
UNLIMITED SAVINGS OF
EXAMS UP TO 25%

CareClub. &

PERSONALIZED MONTHLY
CARE PLAN MEMBERSHIP FEE

vcacareclub.com

CareClub Memberships are preventive pet health care plans and not pet insurance. CareClub
Membership covers only the selected health care services and products which are specifically identified
in the applicable CareClub Membership agreement. Unlimited exams are any exam during regular
business hours excluding specialty or emergency exams. Annual savings assumes that all included
CareClub Membership services and products are consumed during the membership year.

© 2022 VCA Animal Hospitals, Inc. VCA is a registered trademark of VCA Inc. or its affiliated companies. v‘ a amm_al
TM of VCA Inc. or its affiliated companies. hospitals

VCA WOODLAND BROKEN ARROW
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

2106 W. Detroit, Broken Arrow
918-505-1276
vcawoodlandbrokenarrow.com

VCA WOODLAND EAST
ANIMAL HOSPITAL
9509 E. 61st St., Tulsa
918-615-2001
vcawoodlandeast.com

VCA WOODLAND SOUTH
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

9340 S. Memorial, Tulsa
918-524-9565
vcawoodlandsouth.com

VCA WOODLAND CENTRAL
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

5326 E. Skelly Dr., Tulsa
918-770-4950
vcawoodlandcentral.com

VCA OWASSO ANIMAL
MEDICAL CENTER

8811 N. Owasso Expy., Owasso
918-212-0144

VCaowasso.com

VCA COLLINSVILLE ANIMAL HOSPITAL
2425 W. Broadway St., Collinsville
918-371-2705

vcacollinsville.com

Oklahoma’s only mobile
pet photography studio

| MOBILE PET
PHOTOGRAFHY STUDIO

918.231.0895
PupPhotaWaggin.com

| . MMOBILE PET
PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIC

LISA JEWELL

918.231.0895 | PupPhotoWaggin.com
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One
Man’s
Trash

How a severely neglected
dog became a beautiful
treasure

by NANCY GALLIMORE
Photos courtesy of ASHLEY DWYER

I RECOGNIZED her eyes immediate-
ly from photos posted on Facebook. She
was considering me politely, her gaze
thoughtful and, reflexively, the slightest
bit guarded. Though I knew we were des-
tined to fall in love with each other, I did
not blame her for making me earn her
trust.

The beautiful hazel-colored eyes study-
ing me belong to a Pit Bull Terrier mix
named Fern. For all this young dog has
endured, her momentary reservations
were more than validated. For those who
have not heard her tale, I'll give you a
recap.

Fern's story started with a frantic
phone call to the Oklahoma Alliance for
Animals (OAA) office. OAA employee
Ashley Dwyer answered the call, and the
moment she heard the words “emaciated
dog in a dumpster,” she flew into action
without a moment’s thought.

Two sanitation workers were check-
ing a commercial dumpster behind Tulsa
businesses near 71st and Peoria when they
made a heart-wrenching discovery. At
first glance, the dumpster appeared to be
empty, but then they saw her. Immobile
and nothing more than flesh stretched
across fragile bones, a dog was lying dis-
carded in the damp filth. If not for the
flash of the white of her eye, they would
have believed the dog deceased.

Unsure how to approach the dog, the
men put out a call for help. Ashley quickly

i\

Fern, healthy and thriving.

Fern in the hospital with her stuffed
turtle.

arrived on scene. Prepared for the worst,
she peered into the large metal bin.

“The first thing I saw was her eye, large
and round, looking up and rolling toward

me,” said Ashley. That’s all it took for
Ashley to launch herself into the dump-
ster. The dog was unable to move a mus-
cle. Her body went completely limp in
Ashley’s arms, but those bright hazel eyes
stayed wide and somehow alert.

When asked how she managed to get
herself and her precious cargo back out of
the dumpster, Ashley paused and tried to
remember the moment. “I really have no
idea,” she replied as she shook her head. “I
just put her over my shoulder and knew I
had to get help immediately.”

Ashley raced the critically ill dog to
Oklahoma Veterinary Specialists (OVS).
Still running on pure adrenaline while
choking back sobs, she burst into the
lobby and simply said, “I found this dog
in a dumpster — please help.”
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The veterinarians and staff jumped
into action. The dog, named Fern by her
rescuer, received immediate treatment
for extreme dehydration as the rest of
her condition was assessed. The open
pressure sores on her hips were gently
cleaned. Her filthy body was given a ten-
der sponge bath to provide much-needed
relief.

Fern was treated to a heated bed, the
softest blankets, a pillow for her head, a
stuffed turtle friend and even a tablet
propped up so she could watch Disney
movies while she rested. Everyone at
OVS rallied to provide every conceivable
comfort to their little patient.

Still completely prone and unable to
even lift her head, Fern found her voice
and started talking to her caregivers. And
then, when Ashley came to visit, Fern
found the strength to wag her tail in obvi-
ous recognition and delight.

Fern’s recovery was a slow and gradual
climb. Over the first few days, supporting
her condition was a journey filled with
highs and lows as the dog’s system strug-
gled to recover from the most profound
neglect her caregivers had ever witnessed.
But through sheer determination, this lit-
tle dog defied the odds.

The staff at OVS quite literally helped
her every step of the way, fashioning
a sling to support her frail legs as she
learned to walk again. Fern spent nearly
two weeks in intensive care, supported by
OAA and donors from across the country.

With Ashley by her side, she took life-al-
tering steps through the hospital halls and
out the front door, her caregivers lining
the way to cheer her on.

So what becomes of a Pit Bull tossed
in a dumpster with no more thought than
you would give when throwing away a
bag of garbage? She becomes a princess,
of course!

I asked Ashley when she realized Fern
was a forever dog instead of a foster dog.
“I knew the moment her eyes met mine
from the bottom of that dumpster that
this was my dog,” Ashley said with com-
plete conviction. “I was ready to do what-
ever was needed to save her.”

Fern, still very weak and in need of spe-
cialized care including a regimented feed-
ing plan, made the move to Ashley’s home
and straight into the hearts of Ashley and
her equally compassionate daughter, Pres-
ley. Integrating easily with Ashley’s other
dogs, Fern was finally home.

The Fern I recently had the pleasure of
meeting is a completely different dog from
the one who nearly died from cruelty and
extreme neglect last July. She is a sweet,
robustly healthy dog with toned muscles
and a sheen to her coat any hair stylist
would envy. She has boundless energy for
playing with her canine siblings. She has
discovered a love for swimming. She eats
the best food and sleeps cuddled closely
to her favorite humans. And she wears a
collar sporting a big pink bow instead of
a crown.
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Left: Fern at her new home with
Ashley and Presley.

Below: Fern meeting her new canine
family.

Once cast aside like trash and left to
perish, this beautiful girl is now a trea-
sure to not only her family but to count-
less followers who supported her journey
along the way. And though Fern has no
idea of her celebrity status, she is an inspi-
ration and a battle cry for compassion and
justice — an accidental poster child for
animal advocacy.

And the thing I love most about Fern?
Those beautiful round, hopeful eyes. The
eyes that spoke volumes when Fern could
not. The eyes that refused to give up. ‘&

FERN=

If you would like to see Fern’s
progress, Visit the Oklahoma
Alliance for Animals
Facebook page to follow the
"Friday with Fern" series.
Fern still has a story to tell as
she uses her celebrity status
to help others.
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Serving Tulsa’s pets and their people since 1956.
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HOSPITAL
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918-743-1080

3104 E. 51st Street
Tulsa, OK 74105

+ Since 1956 *

www.tulsavet.net

TULSA DOG

TRAINING CLUB

Training
People to
Train Their
Dogs Since
1947

Visit our website at
www.tulsadogs.com
for information on

the next class

41 sessions and upcoming
events.

‘f‘. P 1 St s

Puppy / Rally / Obedience / Agility / Nosework

Tulsa Dog Training Club
6307 S. 107th East Ave. (918) 294-8557

IS ANYONE STAYING WITH

YOUR DOGS TONIGHT?
STAFF ON SITE 24 HOURS A DAY,
7 DAYS A WEEK

@’% Daycare & Boarding

% All-suiteboarding & Nocages

% Large back yard with natural grass!

% Ask us about Comfort Care: 24 hour medical
boarding for senior and special needs dogs

‘> Specialized Daycare: Smaller, supervised
playgroups that maximize your dog's
daycare experience

‘@ Price includes supervised playtime,
dog's own food and medications

% Owned and managed by a retired
veterinarian; a proud Tulsa small
business for 11years!

9525 E. 47th Place, Tulsa, OK :
918-949-6070 EﬂgLLMl]E

dogville-daycare.com 3y
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Pushing

Those
Buttons

Can pets really learn
to talk? byJENNIFER SHARPE

WHO'’S YOUR FAVORITE talking
animal on social media? Is it Bastian or
Bunny the dog? Or perhaps you prefer
felines, like Billi or Steve B? Maybe you
just adore the sassiness of Merlin the pig.

Pets that talk by pressing buttons with
pre-recorded words are taking over the
Internet, garnering followers on Tik Tok
and Instagram, eager to see what these
animals have to say.

Pet owners are giving their animals a
voice by buying buttons that emit sounds
or messages when pressed. The animals
learn the meaning of each button through
training, allowing them to tell humans
when they want to play, eat, go outside
and more.

How do the buttons work?

Buttons are programmed with words
and sounds of your choosing. There are
many brands of button on the market,
offering varied sizes, colors, shapes and
configurations.

“The buttons emit a sound that is
already familiar to most dogs,” said Dr.
Leticia Fanucchi, clinical assistant pro-
fessor, behavioral medicine service,
Oklahoma State University College of
Veterinary Medicine. “The sounds are
words they learn from simple operant
conditioning.”

Operant conditioning is a learning
method that rewards or punishes behav-
iors. Positive reinforcement rewards can
include praise, affection and the use of
treats, although it’s important with lan-
guage training to limit when and how
treats are used as rewards — you don't
want to confuse the word’s meaning with
your pet.

How much training does it take?
According to FluentPet’s “The Complete
Guide To Teaching Dogs To Talk with

+

Teddy knows the word “treat.”
Photo by Melissa Schmitt.

Buttons,” successful learning starts even
before the buttons arrive.

There are likely many words that your
pet already knows. FluentPet’s Guide
advocates paying attention to the words
that you frequently use and are “highly
motivating” to your learner, such as toy,
walk, play or treat. Then talk to your
learner all day long, being consistent with
your language and responsive to your pet.

“Dogs learn from repetition, just like
people. The more you repeat, the faster
you consolidate memory and learn the
final behavior,” said Fanucchi.
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Banks is learning to use his first
button with his favorite word: “walk.”
Photo by Anna Holton-Dean.

When the buttons are set up, FluentPet’s
Guide says to add them into your conver-
sations with your pet. Whenever you say a
word, press the corresponding button and
follow-through on what it’s about — this
is called modeling.

Fanucchi said that the amount of
training needed to teach a pet to use
buttons depends on the animal and how
much time the owner invests in training.
“Usually, five minutes a day is very effec-
tive,” she said.

FluentPet’s Guide recommends adding
new words only after your learner under-
stands how to press buttons, realizes that
pressing a button causes something to
happen, and knows the meaning of the
buttons they already use.

A typical learner’s flow might start with
observing and investigating the buttons,
then pressing a button repeatedly to get
what they want. Mapping is when learn-
ers realize that the meaning of a specific
button is the same no matter where the
button is physically located.

How much do pets actually
understand?
With or without buttons, your pet under-
stands certain words and commands, and
they can be taught words just like we
teach our young.

“Animals understand what the sound
means just like people do,” Fanucchi



Right: Bunny (of @whataboutbunny)
communicates with over 50 words.
Photo courtesy of Alexis Devine.

said. “We are not born knowing words.
We learn them over time from repetition
and association. A sound means a specific
outcome.”

Is there scientific research sup-
porting animal communication
and cognitive thought?

The Comparative Cognition Lab at
the University of California San Diego
(UCSD) has been researching pet cogni-
tion and communication for many years.
'The lab’s Animal Communication project
is studying whether and to what extent
animals trained to use Augmentative
Interspecies ~ Communication  (AIC)
devices, or soundboards, can communi-
cate with their humans. Buttons are one
type of AIC device.

According to the UCSD Comparative
Cognition Lab, their work with AIC-
using animals involves three broad sci-
entific approaches: collection of own-
er-provided survey data, chronic video
and audio recording of a small pool of

Talking Pet

Doorbell +

Sp
QuTSIDg,

Greathor ~~
potty training!

ch Buttons

Get your pet talking with buttons,

available at Fetch.

participants over several months or years,
and both remote and in-person controlled
experiments.

As the lab states on its website, “The use
of soundboards has the potential to be a
powerful tool through which dogs, cats,
and other domestic animals might be able
to communicate their needs, wants, and
internal conditions to their owners. The
potential welfare impacts of this tech-
nology are powerful: if pets can tell their
owners when they feel ill, for example,
they might be taken to the vet sooner and
treated before their condition becomes
severe.”

Published scientific research also val-
idates the accomplishments of those
Internet-famous pets we all love to follow.

“The Comparative Cognition Lab at
UC San Diego has published about it
and is still doing research on thousands
of dogs worldwide. However, canine cog-
nition is not a new area of research,” said
Fanucchi. “Dogs have been living with
humans for a long time and have adapted
and learned what is meaningful for their
survival.” @&

“PROACTIVE

Winter Pet Care | Gif

PUPPY POINTERS

tsfor YourFeline Valentine | Pets and Thalt People

Subscriptions are
S27/year for six issues.

-
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LIVE DOGGIE WEBCAMS!

Open late 7 days a week, 24-hour
supervised play and boarding

Dog Daycare, Boarding,
Training, Grooming, Supplies,
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CONTACT
P.O. Box 1990
Broken Arrow, OK 74013

918.351.3411 P (0

tulsapetsmagazine.com

+ Outdoor Play Area
r Good for one free day of dog daycare®
/ “New clients only. Mon-Fri only. Holidays not included.
Proof of immunizations and temperament test required.
Other restrictions may apply.

609 S. Peoria Ave. in the Pearl District

Mon-Fri 7am-8pm Sat 8am-8pm Sun 10am-6pm
(918) 508-7362 | pawsonpearl.com
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Community Roots

‘Lake Dog and Their People’ brings
neighborhood spirit to Broken Arrow

by ANNA HOLTON-DEAN | Photos courtesy of SHARI WILKINS

SINCE MAY 2021, Lake Dog and Their
People has been known as a place where
dogs and their humans can shop, socialize
and give back, all in one visit. What began
as a lakeside dream in Eufaula has now
grown into a second location in Broken
Arrow, where owner Shari Wilkins plans
to bring the same neighborly spirit and
community connection to her hometown.

“I traded the corporate world for dogs!”
Wilkins says. “Before opening the store,
was in insurance and recruiting. Once it
became clear that COVID wasn't going
away quickly, I realized my career path
needed to change. During the pandemic,
many people were working remotely —
often from the lake — and, of course, get-
ting dogs! That inspired us to open Lake
Dog and Their People in Eufaula, Okla-
homa, to create a place for lake lovers and
their furry companions.”

Lake Dog and Their People is a pet
boutique offering grooming services,
self-serve dog wash stations, high-quality
pet food, apparel and more. “Our name
reflects that it’s not just about spoiling
the dog — it’s also about celebrating their
people,” Wilkins explains. “Our Eufaula
store is a tourist destination, offering
healthy dog food and fun gift items. In
Broken Arrow, we focus more on healthy
food options, an expanded treat and chew

bar, and, of course, plenty of fun toys and

Halloween event in Broken Arrow.

Lake Dog donation to Paws for Patriots at Lake Dog's

gear for dogs and their owners.

“We want to be Broken Arrow’s neigh-
borhood pet store — where customers
can find healthier food, trusted advice and
genuine care. Our goal is to help pets live
longer, happier lives with fewer health
issues, which, in turn, makes their peo-
ple happier too! We also carry a selection
of quality cat food and treats in Broken
Arrow.”

Wilkins says opening the Broken
Arrow location was a natural next step.
“Broken Arrow has been our home for
over 35 years. My husband John and I got
married here, raised our kids here, go to
church here, and my parents still live here.
... We wanted to bring something truly
special to the community we love.”

Giving Back

Being “in community” means giving
back, and that idea is an integral part of
Wilkins’ business model in both Eufaula
and Broken Arrow.

“When we opened in Eufaula, we saw
that local resources, especially for law
enforcement K9 units, were limited,” she
says. “We began fundraising and part-
nering with vendors to help. Through
these efforts, we raised enough funds to
expand the number of K9 officers, directly
improving safety and service in both the
city and county. We continue to sup-

port the Eufaula Police Department K9
Unit and the McIntosh County Sheriff’s
Oftice K9 Unit through our charity Lake
Dog K9 Charitable Foundation.”

While preparing to open the Bro-
ken Arrow location, Wilkins discovered
Paws for Patriots, a division of the Sol-
dier’s Wish organization that provides
life-changing support to veterans through
canine companions.

“With my husband, father and many
family members having served in the mil-
itary — and our store being surrounded
by a strong veteran and senior commu-
nity — it was a perfect fit. We launched
our Broken Arrow grand opening with a
fundraiser for Paws for Patriots,” she says.

“Most recently, we've started a dona-
tion campaign to support Broken Arrow
Neighbors through Cali’s Cart, which
helps provide pet supplies for families
receiving assistance for their own needs.
Since we have access to dog-related
resources, we focus on helping organiza-
tions that serve both pets and people.”

'The heart of Lake Dog is more than
retail; it’s about relationships.

“We love getting to know our custom-
ers and their pets — seeing pictures, hear-
ing stories, and learning what works (and
doesn’t)” Wilkins says. “If a product isn't a
fit,I want to know so we can make it right
or find something better.

“At Lake Dog, we have a loyalty pro-
gram that offers competitive pricing and
a program for those that adopt or res-
cue a dog; they get a free starter bundle.
Our goal is to offer quality products, fair
pricing and outstanding service because
happy dogs and happy customers are what

matter most.” ‘&
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Lake Dog self-wash bays in Broken Arrow.
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TWO LOCATIONS

1605 South Main St. 117 North Main St.
Broken Arrow, Oklahoma Eufaula, Oklahoma
918-615-2203 918-490-9041
Mon-Fri 10-7 | Sat9-6 | Sun 12-5 Mon-Thurs 9-5 | Fri- Sat 9-6 | Closed Sundays

Grooming clients accepted

www.lakedogco.com

r




directory

ANIMAL HOSPITALS AND
VETERINARY SERVICES

Alta Vista Animal Hospital
7717 E. 21st St., Tulsa 74129
avahtulsa.com, (918) 576-6496

Animal Acupuncture and Canine
Sports Medicine Facility

4505 S. Peoria, Tulsa 74105
animalacupuncturellc.com

(918) 728-2351

Animal Emergency Center, Inc.
4055 S. 102nd E. Ave., Tulsa 74146
aectulsa.com, (918) 665-0508

Animal Eye Clinic
4005 S. 102nd E. Ave., Tulsa 74145
eyeclinicok.com, (918) 632-0508

Cedarwood Veterinary Clinic
1412 S. Harvard, Tulsa 74112
cedarwoodveterinary.com
(918) 749-6588

City Veterinary Hospital
3550 S. Peoria, Tulsa 74105, (918) 747-1641

Crestwood Crossing Animal Hospital
6333 E. 120th Court, Ste G, Tulsa 74137
crestwoodcrossingah.com

(918) 584-8335

Danner Veterinary Hospital
8134 S. Harvard Ave., Tulsa 74137
danner.vet, (918) 481-0440

Edgewood Veterinary Hospital
3104 E. 51st St., Tulsa 74105
tulsavet.net, (918) 743-1080

Hammond Animal Hospital
2301 E. 71st St., Tulsa 74136
hammondanimalhospital.com
(918) 494-0151

Jacox Animal Clinic
2732 E. 15th St., Tulsa 74104
jacoxanimalclinic.com, (918) 712-2750

Marina Animal Clinic
9968 E. 21st, Tulsa 74129
marinaanimalclinic.com, (918) 663-5758

Pawsitive Veterinary Care

104 N. Gilcrease Museum Rd., Tulsa 74127
pawsitiveveterinarycare.us

(918) 585-9369

River Trail Animal Hospital & Pet Lodge
10102 Riverside Pkwy., Tulsa 74137
rivertrailanimalhospital.com

(918) 728-7494

12630 S. Memorial Dr., Bixby 74008
(918) 728-7494

Southern Agriculture

6501 E. 71st Street, Tulsa 74133
southernagriculture.com
(918) 488-1993

2610 S. Harvard, Tulsa 74114
(918) 747-6872

Tulsa Hills — 7836 S. Olympia Ave. W,,
Tulsa 74132, (918) 794-7387

9255 N. Owasso Expy, Owasso 74055
(918) 274-3770

1746 S. 161st E. Ave., Broken Arrow 74012
(918) 258-8080

1034 E. Lansing Ave., Broken Arrow 74012
(918) 251-0267

Tulsa Veterinary Specialists
4005 S. 102nd E. Ave., Tulsa 74146
(918) 632-0508

VCA Woodland Central
5326 E. Skelly Dr., Tulsa 74135
VCAwoodlandcentral.com
(918) 496-211

VCA Woodland South

9340 S. Memoirial Dr., Tulsa 74133
VCAwoodlandsouth.com

(918) 524-5000

VCA Woodland East

9509 E. 61st St., Tulsa 74133
VCAwoodlandeast.com
(918) 252-3595

VCA Woodland Broken Arrow

2106 W. Detroit, Broken Arrow 74012
VCAwoodlandbrokenarrow.com
(918) 258-5579

VCA Owasso
8611 N. Owasso Expy, Owasso 74055
VCAowasso.com, (918) 272-5986

VCA Collinsville
2425 W. Broadway, Collinsville 74021
VCAcollinsville.com, (918) 371-2705

Veterinary Associates

6925 S. 69th E. Ave,, Tulsa 74133
veterinaryassociates.net

(918) 492-4200

Woodland West Animal Hospital
9360 S. Union Ave., Tulsa 74132
wwpetcare.com, (918) 299-1208
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BOARDING KENNELS AND
DAYCARE FACILITIES

Bring Your Own Dog

7732 N. Owasso Expressway, #B
Owasso 74055
bringyourowndoggrooming.com
(918) 805-0751

Broken Arrow Pet Resort

11278 S. 305th E. Ave., Coweta 74439
brokenarrowpetresort.com

(918) 486-3494

Camp Bow Wow
campbowwow.com/tulsa

142 S. 147th E. Ave., Tulsa 74116
(918) 437-DOGS (3647)

14992 S. Grant St., Bixby 74008
(918) 943-6400

City Veterinary Hospital
3550 S. Peoria, Tulsa 74105
(918) 747-1641

Danner Veterinary Hospital
8134 S. Harvard Ave., Tulsa 74137
danner.vet, (918) 481-0440

Dogpville
9525 E. 47th PI., Tulsa 74145
dogville-daycare.com, (918) 949-6070

Edgewood Veterinary Hospital
3104 E. 51st St., Tulsa 74105
tulsavet.net, (918) 743-1080

Hammond Animal Hospital
2301 E. 71st St., Tulsa 74136
hammondanimalhospital.com
(918) 494-0151

Jacox Animal Clinic
2732 E. 15th St., Tulsa 74104
jacoxanimalclinic.com, (918) 712-2750

Paws on Pearl
609 S. Peoria, Tulsa 73120
pawsonpearl.com, (918) 508-7362

Pawsitive Veterinary Care

104 N. Gilcrease Museum Rd., Tulsa 74127
pawsitiveveterinarycare.us

(918) 585-9369

River Trail Animal

Hospital & Pet Lodge
rivertrailanimalhospital.com
10102 Riverside Pkwy., Tulsa 74137
(918) 728-7494

12630 S. Memorial Dr., Bixby 74008
(918) 728-7494
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VCA Hospitals — 6 locations
(see complete listings under Animal
Hospitals)

Veterinary Associates

6925 S. 69th E. Ave., Tulsa 74133
veterinaryassociates.net

(918) 492-4200

Woodland West Pet Resort
9400 S. Union Ave., Tulsa 74132
woodlandwestpetresort.com
(918) 299-5720

GROOMING SERVICES

Bring Your Own Dog

7732 N. Owasso Expressway, #B
Owasso 74055
bringyourowndoggrooming.com
(918) 805-0751

Camp Bow Wow

142 S. 147th E. Ave,, Tulsa 74116
campbowwow.com/tulsa
(918) 437-DOGS (3647)

14992 S. Grant St., Bixby 74008
(918) 943-6400

City Veterinary Hospital
3550 S. Peoria, Tulsa 74105, (918) 747-1641

Classy Pets Styling

1621 S. Harvard, Tulsa 74112
classypetsstyling.com
(539) 867-4936

Lisa’s Diva Dogs

5800 S. Lewis, Suite 101, Tulsa 74105
https://lisas-diva-dogs.business.site/
(918) 992-5211

Paws on Pearl
609 S. Peoria, Tulsa 73120
pawsonpearl.com, (918) 508-7362

Pawsitive Veterinary Care

104 N. Gilcrease Museum Rd., Tulsa 74127
pawsitiveveterinarycare.us

(918) 585-9369

12630 S. Memoirial Dr., Bixby 74008
(918) 728-7494

South Tulsa Veterinary Hospital
8040 S. Sheridan Road, Tulsa 74133
southtulsavet.com, (918) 764-8131

The Barking Lot

12837 E. 41st, Tulsa 74146
barkinglottulsa.com
(918) 933-6060

U Dirty Dawg Self Serve

Dog Wash and Chow House
(Full service groomer available)
205 E. Main, Jenks 74037
udirtydawgjenks.com

(918) 995-7033

VCA Hospitals - 6 locations
(see complete listings under Animal
Hospitals)

Veterinary Associates

6925 S. 69th E. Ave., Tulsa 74133
veterinaryassociates.net

(918) 492-4200

Woodland West Pet Resort
9400 S. Union Ave., Tulsa 74132
woodlandwestpetresort.com
(918) 299-5720

OBEDIENCE TRAINERS
Camp Bow Wow

142 S.147th E. Ave., Tulsa 74116
campbowwow.com/tulsa
(918) 437-DOGS (3647)

14992 S. Grant St., Bixby 74008
(918) 943-6400

K9 Manners & More
1000 E. Memphis, Broken Arrow 74012
k9-manners.com, (918) 451-8446

Southern Agriculture
6501 E. 71st St., Tulsa 74133
southernagriculture.com
(918) 488-1993

Tulsa Hills
7836 S. Olympia Ave. W,, Tulsa 74132
(918) 794-7387

Torchlight K9
1123 E. Archer, Tulsa 74120
torchlightk9.com, (918) 947-9743

Tulsa Dog Training Club
6307 S. 107th E. Ave., Tulsa 74133
tulsadogs.com, (918) 294-8557

Woodland West Pet Resort
9400 S. Union Ave., Tulsa 74132
woodlandwestpetresort.com
(918) 299-5720

PET BOUTIQUE, SPECIALTY PET
FOOD, TREATS & SUPPLIES

Dog Dish

2803 S. Harvard, Tulsa 74114
dogdishtulsa.com, (918) 624-2600

Fetch
7891 E. 108th St., Ste X-8, Tulsa 74133
fetchtulsa.square.site, (918) 943-5458

Southern Agriculture - all stores
southernagriculture.com

StreetCats
3105 S. Winston Ave., Tulsa 74135
streetcatstulsa.org, (918) 298-0104

PET BURIAL, MORTUARY AND
CREMATION SERVICES

Angel’s Pet Funeral Home & Crematory
6589 E. BA Expy Frontage Rd., Tulsa 74145
angelspetfuneralhome.com

(918) 960-2828

PET PHYSICAL THERAPY
Animal Acupuncture and Canine
Sports Medicine Facility

4505 S. Peoria, Tulsa 74105
animalacupuncturellc.com

(918) 728-2351

Oklahoma K9 PT:
Canine Therapy & Wellness
oklahomak9pt.com, (918) 856-6018

PET TRANSPORT
City Veterinary Hospital
3550 S. Peoria, Tulsa 74105, (918) 747-1641

PET-FRIENDLY/FRIENDS OF PETS
Med Pharm

24683 E. Hwy 51, Coweta 74014
medpharmok.com

(918) 994-6025

Mid-Continent Kennel Club of Tulsa
mckctulsa.com

Oklahoma Alliance for Animals
5321S. Sheridan Rd., Ste 30, Tulsa 74145
animalallianceok.com

Oklahoma Harness Horse Association
okharnesshorse.com

Pat Becker Books
PatBeckerBooks.com

Pause4Paws
pause4pawsok.org

Tulsa Community College
tulsacc.edu

PET PHOTOGRAPHY

Art By Jewell

Animals in Art and Photography
(918) 231-0895

artbyjewell.com

Pup Photo Waggin’

Mobile Pet Photography Studio
(918) 231-0895
pupphotowaggin.com

Directory listings are free of charge
for advertisers; nonadvertisers
may be listed for a $60 fee.

For listings, please email
casey@lanepublishers.com.
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SOUTHERN AGRICULTURE

All Things For All Animals.

NEW YEAR
NEW SAVINGS

JANUARY 2026 FEBRUARY 2026

$30 S$25

HOME AGAIN HEARTWORM TEST
MICROCHIP i e b i

During the month of January. any negative Heartworm test (details on

Includes Registration. coupon).

During any of our weekly low cost During the month of February.
vaccination clinics. During any of our weekly low cost

vaccination clinies.

e THE NAME YOU KNOW, FOR

PRO PLAN SUPPLEMENTS YOU CAN TRUST.

VETERINARY SUPPLEMENTS

[Calming Care| ol : : [FortiFlora | == s
- ofirhissh " mee= e [FertiFiorle)
oz |

Pick up today at your local Southern Agriculture!

LOCALLY OWNED SINCE 1981
FOR INFO ON VETERINARIAN SERVICES GO TO WWW.SOUTHERNAGRICULTURE.COM



